
The Reading Bug- For teachers & their students 

 
The Reading Bug can take on many different forms.  Previously, the Reading 

Bug was promoted as The Family Reading Bug and has been used in our 

homes to promote reading with our families and to create quality family 

moments.   

I am now here to share with you how the Reading Bug can be used to create a 

BUZZ in your classroom!  Some of the elements will remain the same, but with 

a few minor tweaks…your students will learn to love their Classroom Reading 

Bug just the same! 

 

What is the Classroom Reading Bug? 

The Classroom Reading Bug may take different forms.  Present several 

possibilities to your classroom and take a student vote to make the final 

decision.   

Possibilities may include: 

1. Student created bug that each student can contribute to during Art 

time. 

2. An actual photo of a bug 

3. A stuffed animal that is a bug 

4. Print out of a bug 

 

Reading Bug “Bug” options: 

1. Ladybug 

2. Beetle 

3. Centipede 

4. Bee 

 

What do I do with the Classroom Reading Bug? 

Now that the Classroom Reading Bug has been chosen, it is now time to teach 

the procedure to your students.  You know your students best, but the 

following are suggested steps to take when introducing the Reading Bug: 

1. Explain to your students the purpose of the Classroom Reading Bug.  

The purpose in your classroom may be: 

• To encourage reading 

• Get students excited about sharing their reading 

• Help build your classroom community 

• Build your student’s book knowledge 

2.  Next, explain to your students that the Classroom Reading Bug will be 

hidden in the desk of a different student each day.  (As the classroom 

teacher, decide whether you’d like for this to take place 1st thing in the 



morning, after lunch or before the students go home.)  The student who 

receives the Reading Bug will have an opportunity to share: 

• The book they are currently reading 

• An excerpt from what they are reading 

• What they are enjoying about their current reading material 

• If they would recommend their read and why 

 

SUGGESTION ~ It would be an excellent idea to model for your students what 

‘sharing’ about their reading material looks like and sounds like.  I have 

always found that providing my students with examples leads to better 

understanding on their part. 

 

3. The student who has the Classroom Reading Bug for the day is the 

same person who will choose the next student to receive the Reading 

Bug on the following school day.  The easiest way to do this may be to 

have the student tell you who the next recipient will be.  Once all of the 

students have left for the day, go ahead and hide the Classroom 

Reading Bug in the desk of the next student.  

 

4. The process will continue in this fashion each day until each student 

has had their turn with the Classroom Reading Bug, At this point, you 

may want to choose another Reading Bug and/or add another step in 

the procedure.  

 

5. Make modifications as necessary.  Each classroom is different and you 

know your kiddos the best.  Take a few weeks to observe how the 

Reading Bug is reaching the needs of your students.  Perhaps you will 

find everything is just fine! If not, don’t give up!  Making a few minor 

adjustments may be exactly what you and your students will need! 

 

Please remember that presentation is everything!! If you are genuinely 

excited about beginning this new reading adventure, chances are your 

kiddos will be too! 

 

Happy Learning! 
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